
 

         “STEWARDSHIP” 

                                                   Using Your Gifts … Is God Pleased? 

                                                                       Luke 12:16-21 

Luke 12:21; So is he who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God. 

Introduction: Jesus tells the story of a rich man who received an abundance, but his plans 

centered on himself. This story challenges us to examine how we use our own gifts, resources, and 

opportunities. 

Central Focus: God is pleased when we faithfully use what He has given us to serve others. We 

bring glory to God when we use our gifts to strengthen His kingdom and fulfill His mission on 

earth. 

(1). Honor Your Gifts: Recognize and appreciate what God has placed in your life because it is 

there for a reason. Our natural talents become gifts when we intentionally use them for the Lord. 

Every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of 

the manifold grace of God. 1 Peter 4:10 

(2). Help Beyond Yourself: Your gift was never meant to benefit only you. Use your gift in a way 

that directs attention to God rather than yourself. Look not every man on his own things, but 

every man also on the things of others. Philippians 2:4 

(3). Highlight God’s Glory: Use what God has given you to serve, strengthen, and encourage 

building God’s kingdom. Keep the spotlight on God so that He receives the attention and all the 

glory. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

John 15:8 

Conclusion: Everything God gives us is to draw others closer to Him and build His kingdom. If 

what we are doing with our gifts does not honor God, then we must ask ourselves: Is God 

pleased? 

                                                    Using Your Gifts … Is God Pleased?  

What does it mean to use your gifts for God’s glory? Is God pleased with how you are using your 

gifts? Our gifts are given to honor God and serve others. Our gifts should point people back to 

God, not just draw attention to ourselves. Jesus uses this story to teach that stewardship is not just 

about what we have, but how we use what God has placed in our hands. Oftentimes, the issue is 

not whether believers are blessed, but what they do with the blessings God gives them. 

Stewardship asks us to look beyond possession and examine how faithfully we use what has been 

placed in our hands. The goal is not simply to have more, but to use what we have in a way that 

pleases Him. 

God is pleased when we use our gifts to make an impact in His kingdom. Our gifts should serve 

people, strengthen others, and reflect His character. We must be careful not to waste what God 

has trusted us with. Being gifted is not enough; we must also be faithful. God looks at our motives 

as well as our actions. Faithful stewardship requires us to be intentional with every opportunity 

God places before us. Stewardship should leave evidence that God was honored by how we lived. 

Today, let us be encouraged to use every gift and opportunity to make a difference in the lives of 

others. We will all make a difference when our desire is to please God and not man. What a 

mighty God we serve! Yes and Amen. 

                                                            …. Is God Pleased? ….  

• What we do with our gifts can open doors for ministry, growth, and greater responsibility. 

How we use what we have today will shape what God entrusts to us tomorrow. 

• God expects us to be intentional with every gift, opportunity, and resource He places in our 

hands. Faithful stewardship requires action, not just good intentions. 

                                                  Enhance Your Faith, Set Boundaries 

 



                                                                                                                                  

                                                                  SNAPSHOT 

                                               Using Your Gifts … Is God Pleased? 

                                                                   Luke 12:16-21  

Who: Jesus tells a parable about a rich man whose land produced abundantly. 

What: The man receives more than enough, but his plans focus only on storing, keeping, and 

enjoying the abundance for himself. 

When: Jesus tells this story after someone in the crowd asks Him to settle an inheritance 

dispute. 

Where: During Jesus’ public teaching ministry as a large crowd gathered around Him. 

Why: Jesus warns against greed and teaches that life is not measured by how much we 

possess. 

How: The story challenges us to examine how we use what God has given us and whether our 

stewardship brings Him glory. 

                                                                    THE STORY 

Jesus tells of a rich man whose land produced an abundance. The man never considered how 

the increase could honor God or bless others. He focus was on storing more, building bigger 

barns, and securing comfort for himself. 

God interrupts his plans and reminds him that life is more than possessions. The message is 

clear: what God places in our hands should be used beyond ourselves, for His kingdom, and 

for His glory. 

                                                    REFLECTION / APPLICATION 

Every believer must examine how they are using the gifts, resources, and opportunities God 

has placed in their hands. We can become focused on what we have, but God calls us to use 

what He gives us to serve others, strengthen His kingdom, and bring Him glory. 

This week, identify one gift or ability you may not be fully using for the Lord. Make a personal 

commitment to use it in a way that helps someone, honors God, and strengthens His kingdom. 

                                                                     PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, thank You for every gift, ability, resource, and opportunity You have 

placed in our lives. Help us recognize what You have given us and use it in ways that honor 

You, serve others, and strengthen Your kingdom. 

Teach us not to waste what You have entrusted to us or use it only for ourselves. Give us 

wisdom to use our gifts faithfully, humility to keep the spotlight on You, and courage to 

fulfill Your mission on earth. May our lives bring You glory and show that we have been 

faithful with what You placed in our hands. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Rev. Dr. Clarence Jackson 


